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Press Release: 

 

Kästle on track for further growth 

 
Hohenems (AUT), Prag (CZ). The Austrian winter sports brand Kästle, from Hohenems / Vorarlberg has a new majority 
owner – Czech company ConsilSport. Together with the new partner, Kästle will increase its product portfolio, expand 
into new markets and strengthen its global brand positioning. Its headquarters, with 46 employees, will remain in 
Hohenems, covering the existing value chain of product management, R&D, small -series production, marketing, sales 
and logistics. 

 
Famous Austrian premium ski brand Kästle has merged with ConsilSport and therewith teamed up with an important 
strategic partner. Tomas Nemec, founder and owner of ConsilSport, strengthens the financial power of Kästle and provides 
extensive experience in manufacturing processes and global sales.  
 
Since 2007, Rudolf Knünz has revitalized Kästle. Three years ago the headquarters were relocated to their original roots in 
Hohenems. “With an exceptional team of experts, we have successfully established Kästle as a powerful premium brand 
with an excellent product portfolio, global reach and with the overriding principle of ‘quality without compromise’“, says 
Rudolf Knünz. “Our next strategic move is to diversify into complementary new products and markets. In Tomas Nemec we 
have found the perfect partner who represents our values and will guide Kästle towards this future growth path. Kästle will 
remain an Austrian premium brand, focused on high quality and performance,” says Knünz. 
 
Tomas Nemec, a successful and well known Czech entrepreneur from the industrial sector, is himself a passionate skier and 
former ski racer. His objective is to build up ConsilSport into a substantial group within the sports industry. ConsilSport also 
owns a production facility for Nordic and alpine skis, Sporten, producing around 100,000 pairs of skis a year. “Besides 
alpine skis, we will shortly offer further winter sports products and a summer product will be presented soon. I am glad 
that Kästle is part of my group, and together, we look forward to jointly conquering the highest summit with the Kästle 
Team in Hohenems”, says Tomas Nemec. 
 
Continuity of the business management and brand management is a top priority for the new owner, with the 46 Kästle 
employees in Hohenems remaining responsible for product management, R&D, small-series production, marketing, sales 
and logistics for Kästle. Bernd Knünz and Vladimir Dusanek will head up the company together.  The parties have agreed not 
to disclose the purchase price.  
 
Harnessing synergies 
Kästle and ConsilSport will share their expertise in ski sports and combine their strengths: ConsilSport has extensive 
production & technology know-how and a dealership network in the Czech Republic and Slovakia. Kästle is a powerful 
global premium brand and provides expertise in product management & R&D, marketing & sales in the premium segment.  
“I see enormous potential in the Kästle brand and the Kästle team. With my engagement we will bring Kästle to the next 
growth level”, Tomas Nemec is convinced.  
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Kästle Ski  
Kästle has developed and produced winter sports goods for more than 90 years. In 1924 Anton Kästle produced the first 
pair of skis in Hohenems. This year Kästle sales comprise approximately 16,000 pairs of skis. Athletes like Toni Sailer, 
Pirmin Zubriggen, Chris Davenport and Lorraine Huber are important brand ambassadors. The company , headquartered in 
Hohenems, has 46 employees, and generates a turnover of around EUR 6.5 million. The largest markets for the Austrian ski 
manufacturer are Austria and the USA, followed by France, Switzerland and Norway. 
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Bernd Knünz, Tomas Nemec, Rudolf Knünz, Vladimir Dusanek 
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